
Music
Intent

At Ditton Lodge our vision statement is that 'Together we succeed as lifelong learners'. This 
is carried throughout every area of the curriculum including Music.

Our values are that children LEARN (Listen, Enjoy & take risks, Aim high & achieve, Respect 
and Never give up) these values will be demonstrated by students within each lesson.

Students will perform, listen and compose through singing, playing tuned and untuned 
percussion instruments and be exposed to music from different times and cultures, 

developing their knowledge of famous pieces of music and musicians. Children will become 
confident and proficient in their music making, working collaboratively to produce mini 

performances.
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Aims

The aims of the Syllabus are for students:

• to develop knowledge and understanding of musical vocabulary;

• to listen to a range of high-quality live & recorded music;

• to listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory;

• to create sounds and music using the interrelated dimensions of music;

• to perform using voices, tuned and untuned percussion to an audience.
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“Music is the universal language of mankind.”
― Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Music offers all students the chance to express themselves and to 
develop creativity. It enhances the memory and promotes mental 

well-being. It brings people together and encourages mutual 
respect and listening skills.



Content and Sequence
EYFS

Music is taught through a series of mini cross-curricular topics in line 
with the Early Learning Goals.

Key Stage One

Music is taught weekly for 30 minutes in one half-term and then for an 
hour the next half-term.

Key Stage Two

Music is taught weekly for 30 minutes in one half-term and 
then for an hour the next half-term.
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Content and Sequence
We have put in place a music curriculum overview which ensures 
coherence and progression in both knowledge and skills development 
across all year groups. 

Immersion in music allows for expertise and depth of understanding. It 
allows for an efficient use of resources and greater cooperation 
between staff. We have planned the yearly overview to deliberately 
interleave opportunities to revisit and retrieve key knowledge, skills and 
vocabulary already taught as we believe that the process of retrieving 
information and practising skills helps them to become consolidated. 
The study of music is well organised and coherent, allowing 
implementation of teaching using Knowledge Organisers, Vital 
Vocabulary banks, Knowledge Strips and quizzes. The acquisition of 
knowledge is underpinned by the implementation of a variety of 
teaching methods intended to help children retain their learning.
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Curriculum Map
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Autumn Spring Summer 1

Reception Participate in singing and chanting 

activities

Experiment with musical 

instruments

Participate in singing and chanting 

activities

Respond to music with 

increasingly complex movements

Participate in singing and chanting 

activities



Curriculum Map
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Numeracy & Literacy in Music

Retrieval Practice

Music has a strong link with poetry, as well as opportunities for 

vocabulary development when learning about places and people from 

different times and cultures. Technical vocabulary is taught in every 

unit with key words being displayed and learned. 

During Music, students will be counting how many beats in a bar and 

relating technical vocabulary to fraction knowledge.

Students will be revisiting their musical knowledge throughout their 

time at Ditton Lodge. What they are learning builds as they transition 

from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2. Through both quizzing and key 

questions, students will have the opportunity to revisit and revise what 

they have learned.
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Cross Curricular Links
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Although we follow the same syllabus for Key Stage One and Two, 

we do adapt the plans in order that they are sufficient for both 

teachers to teach from and for students to learn.

Teachers are non-specialists and the plans have therefore been set 

out to ensure that staff have the information and training they need 

in order that they can successfully deliver the lessons to our 

students.
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Example of planning: 
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How do you document learning, monitor 
progress and achievement?

Students are expected to record learning in their music books in almost all lessons in Key 

Stage 2 and in a class book for Key Stage 1. This may take the form of writing, photocopies of 

any sheet music, mind maps, pictures etc and photographs of performances. In addition, 

video recordings are made to document progress. This work in students’ books should take 

into account the school’s presentation rules and minimum expectations. During lessons, 

teachers may use discussion to support students in self-assessing their work and they may be 

asked to edit and improve their work during this time using blue pen.

During each individual lesson, teachers will use the school’s marking policy in order that they 

can assess students’ progress against the lessons objectives. This also takes into account 

how far students have used the minimum expectations set out in this policy. By the end of the 

lesson, staff are expected to know whether students have achieved the objective and 

teaching in the next lesson will be adapted if needed to ensure that understanding is 

complete, and any misconceptions have been addressed.
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How do you measure the impact of Music 
teaching?

• End of unit and end of term 

performances.

• Pupil book studies and structured 

learning conversations with pupils.

• Pupil questionnaires
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How do you measure the impact of Music 
teaching?

Subject Leaders 

use iAbacus as a 

tool for developing 

their subject, as 

seen in this 

example:
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What do you consider to be the strengths of 
Music within the school?
A well thought out and comprehensive syllabus that engages and informs students by using:

Links with the wider community through performances and class visits to places of worship to participate in 

musical worship.

Involvement of families in shared experiences.

Visits from musicians to enhance students learning.

Peripatetic teaching of guitar and violin.

A school singing group.

How do you know?
Termly book scrutiny

Half-termly learning walks/observations

Pupil Voice Questionnaire


